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HODSON BAYï INTERESTING FINDS 
  

Habitats  
 

¶ Mesotrophic lakes (FL4) 

¶ Reed and large sedge swamps (FS1) 

¶ Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) 

¶ Wet pedunculate oak-ash woodland (WN4) 

¶ Amenity grassland (improved) (GA2) 

¶ Scattered trees and parkland (WD5) 

¶ Wet willow-alder-ash woodland (WN6) 

¶ Mixed broadleaved / conifer woodland (WD2) 

¶ Sea walls, piers and jetties (CC1) 

¶ Hedgerows (WL1) 

¶ Treelines (WL2) 

Interesting Finds  
 

Lough Ree was once the site of Viking 
encampments, and the location from which many 
attacks took place and were planned. Today, the 
lake is home to Ireland's largest inflatable water 
park, and one of the worldôs largest inflatable 
water slides, which is enjoyed by visitors of all 
ages. 

 

Key Recommendations  
 

¶ Measures to prevent braiding and desire lines 
in the wet willow woodland should be 
considered. This could include the use of 
signage and / or way marking. 

¶ Information contained in Fáilte Irelandôs 
óGood practice behaviours for water-based 
recreational users relating to waterbirdsô 
(provided in Appendix B) should be provided 
to all operators, companies and organisations 
at Hodson Bay, and to members of the public 
through the use of signage, QR codes and 
web links.  

¶ The implementation of signage with 
information on local biodiversity, particularly 
relating to Lough Ree SAC and SPA, should 
be considered.  

¶ The removal of the fallen pole with metal 
wiring should be considered, as it presents a 
hazard to visitors. 

¶ The creation of areas of meadows should be 
considered. This should be undertaken with 
reference to NBDCôs guidance óCouncils: 
actions to help pollinatorsô (NBDC, 2016). 

¶ The provision of additional categorised 
rubbish bins, including dog waste bins should 
be considered. 

Features of the Site  
 

¶ Parking is available at several locations on 
the site. 

¶ A recreational area including the Bay Sports 
inflatable water park, SuaNua sauna, and 
restaurants and cafes is present north of the 
hotel. 

¶ Toilet and shower facilities are available to 
users of the Bay Sports recreational area. 
Toilets are also available within the Hodson 
Bay hotel. 

¶ Benches, rubbish bins, and life buoys are 
available at the site. 

¶ A telescope for bird watching present at the 
lakefront in front of the hotel. 

¶ Yew Point is currnelty under construction to 
the north of the site as eco-friendly 
accommodation. 
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1. Introduction  

1.1 Background  

Roughan & OôDonovan (ROD) was appointed by F§ilte Ireland to conduct Visitor and 
Environmental Surveys as part of the National Environmental Surveying & Monitoring 
Programme. Fáilte Ireland regularly engages with environmental research that is used 
to make informed management decisions and produce robust guidelines to facilitate 
the protection of the environment. From its inception in 2014, the Wild Atlantic Way 
(WAW) Operational Monitoring Programme has been conducting research into the 
impacts of tourism on the receiving environment.  
  
Building on the success of the WAW environmental monitoring programme which ran 
from 2015-2019, Fáilte Ireland expanded the programme to a national level. From 2021 
to 2022 the programme monitored 19 individual sites located in all of F§ilte Irelandôs 
regional areas: The Wild Atlantic Way, Irelandôs Hidden Heartlands, Irelandôs Ancient 
East, and Dublin. This 2025 National Monitoring report builds on environmental 
surveying and monitoring undertaken on behalf of Fáilte Ireland as far back as 2015 
and to date (excluding the 2025 data), the surveys have monitored a total of 70 sites 
and recorded the activities and effects of over 31,000 visitors at a range of popular 
sites, including inland, urban, coastal and WAW discovery points. 
  
The environmental surveys and monitoring in 2023 followed the methodologies used 
in previous years. Following the completion of the 2023 surveys, a review of the 
methodology was undertaken. In developing the survey methodology used in 2024 and 
2025, ROD considered the methodology for gathering the data, the presentation of the 
data, and the usefulness of the data gathered. The review also considered the time 
required to gather the data. 
 
Eight sites were surveyed in 2025. Figure 1.1 below shows the locations of these sites. 
This report is for Hodson Bay, Co. Roscommon. 
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Figure 1.1 Environmental Monitoring Programme 2025 locations. Basemap 

provided by Google.  
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1.2 Aim of the Report  

The purpose of the monitoring programme is as follows:  

¶ To gain insight from an environmental perspective at amenity and recreation 
sites across Ireland; 

¶ To obtain data on path and trail conditions etc. for each site; 

¶ To obtain data relating to habitats, flora, and fauna for each site; 

¶ To identify observable trends or variations among the sites; 

¶ To make recommendations where appropriate for site management for the 
benefit of the site, the visitor, and the natural environment. 

1.3 Site Description of Hodson Bay  

Hodson Bay is located in the southeast of Roscommon on the shores of Lough Ree. It 
is 5km northwest of Athlone, and is accessible via the local road network connected to 
the N61. The area being surveyed for this report (ñthe siteò) consists of a portion of the 
Hodson Bay Hotel car park, Hodson Bay harbour and associated parking areas, and 
the recreational facility northeast of the hotel (which includes Bay Sports water park 
and SuaNua sauna) and associated parking areas, and habitats immediately 
surrounding these areas. The site boundary for the purposes of this survey is outlined 
below in Figure 1.2. It was intended to include the woodland walkway at Yew Point to 
the north of the hotel and recreational areas, however the area is currently under 
construction for eco-friendly accommodation associated with Hodson Bay Hotel, and 
as such, was not accessible during surveying. 
 
Hodson Bay is most well-known for its lakeside resort ï the Hodson Bay Hotel. It also 
has one of the worldôs tallest floating slides in the Bay Sports water park, which is 
Irelandôs largest inflatable waterpark. Hodson Bay is also adjacent to Yew Point 
woodland. The Roscommon County Development Plan (CDP, 2022) contains an area 
plan for Hodson Bay / Barrymore which recognises the settlementôs unique 
development due to its tourism and leisure facilities, and ensures the protection of the 
natural environment. 
 
There are two European protected sites and one Nationally protected site within the 
site boundary. The site is located within Lough Ree Special Protected Areas (SPA) 
[Site Code: 004064], Lough Ree Special Area of Conservation (SAC) [Site Code: 
000440], and Lough Ree Proposed National Heritage Area (pNHA) [Site Code: 
000440]. 
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Figure 1.2 Location of the site. Basemap provided by Google  
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1.4 Critical Infrastructure  

Table 1.1 - Table 1.3 below provide information on the infrastructure at Hodson Bay. 
Uisce £ireannôs website was used to access information on the Water Supply and 
Wastewater Treatment Capacity Registers for County Roscommon (Uisce Éireann 
2025a, b). 

 
Table 1.1 Hodson Bay  Wastewater Infrastructure  

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)  Uisce Éireann Indication of Capacity  

¶ Toilet facilities are available at the 
recreational area and within the hotel. 

¶ Hodson Bay WWTP (D0377) is located 
immediately north of the Hodson Bay 
Hotel. 

There is spare capacity available at 
Hodson Bay WWTP and potential spare 
capacity available at Roscommon WWTP. 

 
Table 1.2 Summary of Drinking Water Infrastructure at Hodson Bay  

Drinking Water  Water Resource 
Name (WRZ) 

Uisce Éireann 
Indication of Capacity  

Nearest serviced settlement to the 
site is Athlone Monksland 

South Roscommon 
(Lisbrock & Killeglan) 

Capacity Available 

 
Table 1.3 Summary of Transport Infrastructure at Hodson Bay  

Nearest 
Settlement  

Current Transport 
Infrastructure  

Comment  

Athlone Hodson Bay is located on the 
L2020 local road, accessed via 
the N61. 

There are three carparks onsite. 

The Roscommon Coaches AI02 Athlone 
to Roscommon Bus stops on the N61 at 
Barrymore (Roscommon) Hodson Bay, 
a 20-minute walk (or 1.5km) to the site 
boundary. 

 
  

https://bustimes.org/stops/850000001
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2. Methodology  
 
The following surveys were undertaken:  

¶ Habitat survey 

¶ Pathway condition survey 

¶ Survey of the features, signage and hazards 
 
The survey at Hodson Bay was undertaken on the 5th of August 2025. The weather 
conditions were sunny with a light breeze. The sub-sections below present the 
methodologies used. 

2.1 Habitat Conditions Assessment Methodology  

The habitats within the site were classified and mapped in accordance with A Guide to 
Habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000) and Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Surveying 
and Mapping (Smith et al. 2011). Notes were taken on species composition and habitat 
condition. Fossitt habitats corresponding to Annex I habitats were noted using the 
Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats (EC, 2013). A desktop study was 
also undertaken to identify designated sites and rare and protected species in the 
vicinity of each site. Incidental sightings of birds, mammals, reptiles, etc. were also 
recorded during the site surveys. 
 
The condition of the habitat in each polygon or line will were noted, including any 
damage and the likely cause of the damage. The areas along pathways are outlined 
by the pathway condition assessment in Section 2.2 below. The following criteria were 
used to assess habitat condition:  

¶ Extent of habitat degradation; 

¶ Impact of habitat degradation (localised or widespread); 

¶ Potential for the habitat to recover; and 

¶ Whether or not intervention is required. 

2.2 Pathway  Condition Assessment Methodology  

The main pathways were defined during the site visit and a desk study which included 
a review of the Strava heat maps (www.strava.com/heatmap), and a review of the 
previous site monitoring reports, if available. Typically, the main paths are formalised 
waymarked trails or heavily trafficked pathways that are not formalised. These paths 
usually link the site entry points and car parks to a destination or feature of interest. 
The pathways were categorised into sections by type and composition. The different 
types of pathway are described in Table 2.1 below. Visitor Characterisation Surveys 
were undertaken by Fáilte Ireland and are presented in Appendix A.  Each path section 
is described as ósatisfactoryô or óunsatisfactoryô based on the condition of the path and 
whether or not it could accommodate the current levels of use. Indicators that a path 
was not suitable for the current levels of use included the presence of wet areas, 
erosion, trip hazards, damaged pavement, braiding, path widening and habitat loss 
along the path. Paths that generally facilitated unobstructed movement between 
locations were deemed as ósatisfactoryô. It should be noted that the methodology 
outlined here is independent of and not linked to the trail registration and management 
process run by Sport Ireland Outdoors. 
 

http://www.strava.com/heatmap
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Table 2.1 Pathway Types  

Pathway Type  Description  

Paved Car Park An area used for parking, wider than the road, that is paved, usually 
with tarmacadam. 

Gravel Car Park An area used for parking, wider than the road, that is gravel or crushed 
stone. 

Paved Road A road that is paved with tarmacadam or similar hard material. 

Gravel Road A road consisting of gravel or crushed stone, with no grass in the 
middle. 

Gravel Track A single vehicle pathway used by small numbers of vehicles. Tracks 
are normally paved with gravel and can have grass in the middle 

Grassy Track A single vehicle pathway used by small numbers of vehicles. These 
tracks are not paved and are used primarily by tractors, quads or small 
numbers of private vehicles. 

Paved Path A path is primarily for foot traffic. Paved paths are found in more 
developed areas, to cater for higher levels of traffic. 

Gravel Path A path is primarily for foot traffic and can be a single track or a track 
wide enough for several people to walk abreast. Gravel paths are found 
in more developed areas, to cater for higher levels of traffic. 

Grassy Path A path is primarily for foot traffic and can be a single track or a track 
wide enough for several people to walk abreast. Grassy paths are found 
in less developed areas, often beyond feature of interest, and are used 
less frequently. 

Bare Ground Path These paths occur where the vegetation had been eroded by foot traffic 
and is bare ground, or damages vegetation. These paths are often 
widespread on sites where formal waymarked trails are not provided. 

2.3 Features , Signage and Hazards  

Signage, features of interest, and hazards were recorded, photographed and mapped. 
Features include built heritage, sculptures as well as the temporary toilets and bins. 
Hazards including unstable walls, broken fences or unprotected cliff tops. 
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3. Results  

3.1 Habitat  Condition Assessment  

Habitats were surveyed during the optimum habitat survey season i.e., April to 
September (Smith et al., 2011). Habitats were classified according to A Guide to 
Habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000). Table 3.1 lists the habitats identified in Hodson Bay 
along with their corresponding Annex I habitats. Plate 3.1 to Plate 3.4 display examples 
of the habitats found at Hodson Bay. A habitat map in presented in Figure 3.1. It should 
be noted that having a corresponding Annex I habitat does not mean the Annex I 
habitat is automatically present. 
 
Table 3.1 Fossitt (2000) habitats and links to Annex I habitats  

Fossitt 2000 Habitat  Corresponding Annex I habitats (Natura 2000 code)  

Mesotrophic lakes (FL4) Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition-type vegetationô (3150)1 

Reed and Large Sedge 
Swamps (FS1) 

None 

Buildings and artificial 
surfaces (BL3) 

None 

Wet pedunculate oak-ash 
woodland (WN4) 

*Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno-padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) (91E0) 

Amenity Grassland 
(Improved) (GA2) 

None 

Scattered Trees and 
Parkland (WD5) 

None 

Wet willow-alder-ash 
woodland (WN6) 

*Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno-padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) (91E0) 

Mixed Broadleaved / Conifer 
Woodland (WD2) 

None 

Sea walls, piers and jetties 
(CC1) 

None 

Hedgerows (WL1) None 

Treelines (WL2) None 

 
Mesotrophic lakes (FL4)  

Hodson Bay is located on the southwestern shore of Lough Ree. The lake is classified 
as mesotrophic, but given the size of the system, a range of conditions prevail (i.e. 
various rock types), which gives rise to local variations in nutrient status and pH, and 
variations in the phytoplankton and macrophyte flora present. Therefore, species 
indicative of oligotrophic, mesotrophic, eutrophic and baseȤrich situations occur 
(NPWS, 2016). The Annex I habitat óNatural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition - type vegetationô [3150] is a Qualifying Interest of Lough Ree SAC, and 
is associated with the habitat Eutrophic lakes (FL5). This habitat potentially occurs 
throughout the lake (NPWS, 2016). 
 

 
1 The Annex I habitat Natural eutrophic lakes (3150) is associated with Eutrophic lakes (FL5), which is potentially present 
throughout the lake. However, the lake itself has been classified as mesotrophic in quality, with species 
indicative of oligotrophic, mesotrophic, eutrophic and baseȤrich situations present (NPWS, 2016). 
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Lough Ree is a Special Protection Area (SPA) and is one of the most important sites 
in the midlands for wintering waterfowl, as well as a breeding site for some species, 
including black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus) and great-crested grebe (Podiceps 
cristatus) (NPWS, 2015). A range of birds were observed on the lake. Coot (Fulica 
atra) and black-headed gull were observed in very large numbers on the lake. Arctic 
tern (Sterna paradisaea), mute swan (Cygnus olor), lesser black-backed gull (Larus 
fuscus), and cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) were also observed utilising the lake, 
and a pair of great crested grebe accompanied by a chick were observed feeding near 
reeds. Sand martin (Riparia riparia) and swallow (Hirundo rustica) were recorded 
feeding over the lake during the survey. The vegetation recorded on the edge of the 
lake is óReed and large sedge swamps (FS1)ô. An inflatable water park is present on 
the lake in the northern part of the site. The lake is displayed in Plate 3.1 below. Some 
litter was recorded in the water, particularly at the harbour. This is displayed in Plate 

3.5 below. It is unclear whether this originated on the site.  
 
Reed and large sedge swamps (FS1) 

This habitat type is present along the river throughout most of the study area. Reed 
grass (Phalaris arundinaceae) dominates in most areas, and willows (Salix spp.) at the 
terrestrial border. Other species recorded were rushes (Juncus spp.), water mint 
(Mentha aquatica), water clubrush (Schoenoplectus subterminalis), ribbon grass 
(Phalaris arundinacea), spike rush (Eleocharis palustris), and mareôs-tail (Hippuris 
vulgaris). Some trampling via informal pathways were recorded to this habitat ï this is 
discussed further in Section 3.5. 
 

 
Plate 3.1 The shore of Lough Ree (FL4) with reeds (FS1) and the inflatable 

waterpark in the background.  
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Buildings  and artificial surfaces (BL3) 

This habitat is found throughout the site in the form of roads, pathways, parking areas, 
and buildings. This habitat is not of biodiversity value. 
 
Wet pedunculate oak -ash woodland (WN4) 

On the road leading north form the hotel and water sports facility grounds towards Yew 
Point, a wet pedunculate oak-ash woodland is present between roadway and the reed 
habitats. The woodland is dominated by willows with alder (Alnus glutinosa), sycamore 
(Acer pseudoplatanus) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) present. The understory consists 
of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), bramble (Rubus fructicosus), mosses, willow 
saplings, and reed grass. 
 
As much of the understory was waterlogged, there was limited access within the 
woodland to assess its condition. However, given this, it is unlikely that visitors are 
able to access the woodland and directly impact it. 
 
Amenity  Grassland (Improved) (GA2) 

Amenity grassland was found throughout the site and was mown very short in most 
areas. The species recorded in the amenity grass areas were red (Trifolium repens) 
and white clover (Trifolium pratense), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), birdôs foot-trefoil 
(Lotus corniculatus), black medic (Medicago lupulina), dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale), bay laurel (Laurus nobilis), and ribwort plantain (Plantago macrocarpa). 
Minor littering which included rubbish and cigarette butts was recorded on the amenity 
lawns at the site, as well as small areas of trampling, including a desire line leading 
from the path to the water sports facility towards the northernmost car park. Trampling 
in this habitat is displayed in Plate 3.5. Trampling and informal pathways are discussed 
further in Section 3.2. 
 
Scattered Trees and Parkland (WD5)  

This habitat is present throughout the site. Trees sspecies present are maples (Acer 
spp.), lime (Tilia x europaea), birch (Betula sp.), beech, and oak, with willows present 
along the water. Species observed in the amenity lawn areas are described under 
óAmenity Grassland (Improved) (GA2)ô above. At the southernmost area of the site, a 
small area was unmown grass was present. The species recorded here were maple 
saplings, ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris), narrow-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius), 
marsh woundwort (Stachys palustris), slender thistle (Carduus tenuiflorus), nettles 
(Urtica dioica), willowherbs (Epilobium spp.), cockôs foot (Dactylis glomerata), 
bindweed (Calystegia sepium), perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne), hogweed 
(Heracleum sphondylium), and knapweed (Centaurea nigra). Minor littering has 
recorded on the amenity lawns at the site. This habitat is presented in Plate 3.2 below. 
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Plate 3.2 Scattered trees and parkland (WD5) with small unmown areas of lawn at 

Hodson Bay.  

 
Wet willow -alder -ash woodland (WN6) 

North of the water sports facility centre is a wet woodland surrounded by reed habitat. 
The habitat is dominated by willow with some sycamores present. The understory 
consists of reed grass, nettles, bramble, cleavers (Galium aparine), ivy, sneezewort 
(Achillea ptarmica), mareôs-tail, yellow loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris), bindweed, 
mosses, and lichens. Pathways are present through this habitat, leading to an area of 
benches, some make-shift rope swings, and the lakeshore, where visitors access the 
water for water sports. Braiding and desire lines were recorded in this habitat, with one 
area of pathway traversing over and damaging a tree (displayed in Plate 3.9 below). 
This is discussed further in Section 3.2. This habitat is presented in Plate 3.3 below. 
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Plate 3.3 Wet willow -alder -ash woodland (WN6) at Hodson Bay.  

 
Mixed  Broadleaved / Conifer Woodland (WD2) 

This woodland habitat is present at the northern edge of the site, approaching Yew 
Point. In the woodland the dominated by species is beech (Fagus sylvatica). Cypress 
(Cupressus sp.), sycamore, oak (Quercus sp.) are also present. The understory is 
dominated by ivy (Hedera hibernica) with hawthorn. This habitat is presented in Plate 
3.4 below. 
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Plate 3.4 Mixed broadleaved / conifer woodland  (WD2 approaching Yew Point.  

 
Sea walls, piers and jetties (CC1) 

This habitat was present throughout the site. It provides roosting areas for birds.  
 
Hedgerows  (WL1) and Treelines (WL2) 

Separating the southern car park from the main road are two narrow stretches of 
hedgerows consisting of beech. The hedges were highly uniform. In the parking area 
near the water sports building were two small treelines, one consisting of sycamore, 
with hawthorn and ivy and the other of lime. No impacts were recorded to these 
habitats. 
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Plate 3.5 Litter in the lake (top) and trampling  of  an amenity area in the north of 

the site (bottom).  
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Figure 3.1 Habitat map of Hodson Bay. Basemap provided by Google.  
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3.2 Pathway Condition Assessment  

Most of the pathways in Hodson Bay are paved, with paved roads, car parks, and 
footpaths present throughout the site connecting the hotel, parking areas, and 
recreational areas, including the harbour / jetty. A paved road leads from the hotel car 
park entrance north as far as the entrance to Yew Point. All of these pathways were in 
good condition, and appeared to be well-defined and well-maintained. Some of these 
pathways are displayed in Plate 3.6 below. 

 

 
 

 
Plate 3.6 A satisfactory paved car park (top) and a satisfactory paved foot path 

(bottom)  in Hodson Bay.  
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A few short grassy paths are present throughout the site. In front of the hotel and north 
of the harbour, a small grassy path is present near the shore. This appears to have 
resulted from visitor movements between areas of the lake shore. While this has 
resulted in some trampling of the reeds, the path is largely on amenity grassland, and 
given its short length and uniformity, it is considered to be satisfactory. Another grassy 
path leads north from the recreational area towards an area of amenity grass in front 
of the lakeshore, trailing off before reaching it. This was deemed unsatisfactory, as it 
showed signs of widening, and will likely continue to do so with continued use. At the 
amenity grass in front of the lakeshore, an additional grassy path leads from the 
amenity grass into a wooded area. Given that other, more well-defined pathway are 
present here, and that the pathway appears to have resulted in the loss of vegetation 
bordering the woodland, this path was deemed unsatisfactory. Examples of grassy 
paths on the site are presented in Plate 3.7 below. 
 

   
Plate 3.7 An unsatisfactory grassy path between  the recreational area and an 

amenity grassland  (left), and a n unsatisfactory  grassy path leading from 
the amenity grass into a wooded area . 

 
Within the wet willow woodland by the northern lakeshore, a network of bare ground 
paths are present. These paths lead through the woodland to a small area with 
benches by lakeshore. The main path of this network is generally quite uniform, and in 
satisfactory condition. However, there are some areas which exhibit widening, and 
branch off into the woodland and reed habitats, leading to habitat damage. Braiding 
and desire lines are evident in many areas here, which is discussed further in Section 
3.1. Pathways within the woodland are presented in Plate 3.8 and Plate 3.9 below. 
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Plate 3.8 A satisfactory path (top) and pathway braiding (bottom) in the wet 

willow woodland.  
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Plate 3.9 An unsatisfactory path into reeds (left ) and a desire line through a tree  

(right ) in the wet willow woodland.  

 
Figure 3.2 presents a Strava heat map for the site. Strava aggregates data from users 
on its app who opt-in to share their activities and locations. The pathway condition 
assessment map is presented in Figure 3.3. 
 


























